i42    HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH NOVEL
Some of Greene's old euphuistic trappings cling to his style in
this late tract; or was he using up old material ? The English
courtesan describes her days of giddiness in such terms as these :
But now I find, in sparing the rod, they hated the child, that ovei-
kind fathers, make unruly daughters. Had they bent the wand while
it had been green, it would have been pliant, but I, ill grown in my
years, am almost remediless. The hawk that is most perfect for the
flight and will, seldom proveth haggard, and children that are virtu-
ously nurtured in youth, will be honestly natured in age : fie upon
such as say, young saints, old devils : it is no doubt a devilish and
damnable saying, for what is not bent in the cradle, will hardly be
bowed in the saddle. . . .
And as the Agnus Castus leaf when it looks most dry, is then most
full of moisture, so women's wantonness is not qualified by their
wariness, nor doth their chariness for a month warrant their chastity
for ever.1
Like Defoe at a later date, but of course with a better excuse
than Defoe, Greene insists on the actual truth of his story. The
life of his courtesan, he affirms in the preface, is not a fiction ;
and she herself, like Moll Flanders, tells us that she conceals her
name and parentage out of consideration for others, and lest envy
might taint her for wantonness. Defoe would also, no doubt, have
inserted the same telling kind of allusions to the fury and threats
his veracious deposition excited, and the same timely advertise-
ment of further disclosures soon to be on sale. "Nan," he says,
" hath sworn to wear a long Hamborough knife to stab me, and
all the crew have protested my death, and to prove they meant
good earnest, they beleaguered me about in the St John's Head,
within Ludgate, being at supper." One of his company, he declares,
was sore hurt. But the cony-catching business is at a standstill, his
enemies are wasting away, and before long he will deal them a
final blow with his Black Book, divulging particulars of four laws
not yet described, and a bead-roll of all the foists, nips, lifts, and
priggers in and about London. Greene did not live to publish his
Black Book, but he did bring out The Blacke Bookes Messenger,
which is probably the tract to which Cuthbert Conny-catcher
refers when he writes, in the Defense, that it is reported " you are
1 Disputation^ pp. 43-44, 56.

